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The poetry and prose collected in Plainwater are a testament to the extraordinary imagination of
Anne Carson, a writer described by Michael Ondaatje as "the most exciting poet writing in
English today." Succinct and astonishingly beautiful, these pieces stretch the boundaries of
language and literary form, while juxtaposing classical and modern traditions.Carson envisions a
present-day interview with a seventh-century BC poet, and offers miniature lectures on topics as
varied as orchids and Ovid. She imagines the muse of a fifteenth-century painter attending a
phenomenology conference in Italy. She constructs verbal photographs of a series of mysterious
towns, and takes us on a pilgrimage in pursuit of the elusive and intimate anthropology of water.
Blending the rhythm and vivid metaphor of poetry with the discursive nature of the essay, the
writings in Plainwater dazzle us with their invention and enlighten us with their erudition.

"Breathtaking. . . . A work of gorgeous innovation and a staunch hypnotic intelligence."--The
Village Voice"Carson has . . . created an individual form and style for narrative verse. . . . Seldom
has Pound's injunction 'Make It New' been so spectacularly obeyed." --The New York Review of
Books"Anne Carson is a philosopher of heartbreak." --The NationFrom the Inside FlapThe
poetry and prose collected in Plainwater are a testament to the extraordinary imagination of
Anne Carson, a writer described by Michael Ondaatje as "the most exciting poet writing in
English today." Succinct and astonishingly beautiful, these pieces stretch the boundaries of
language and literary form, while juxtaposing classical and modern traditions.Carson envisions a
present-day interview with a seventh-century BC poet, and offers miniature lectures on topics as
varied as orchids and Ovid. She imagines the muse of a fifteenth-century painter attending a
phenomenology conference in Italy. She constructs verbal photographs of a series of mysterious
towns, and takes us on a pilgrimage in pursuit of the elusive and intimate anthropology of water.
Blending the rhythm and vivid metaphor of poetry with the discursive nature of the essay, the
writings in Plainwater dazzle us with their invention and enlighten us with their erudition.From the
Back CoverThe poetry and prose collected in Plainwater are a testament to the extraordinary
imagination of Anne Carson, a writer described by Michael Ondaatje as "the most exciting poet
writing in English today". Succinct and astonishingly beautiful, these pieces stretch the
boundaries of language and literary form, while juxtaposing classical and modern
traditions.Carson envisions a present-day interview with a seventh-century BC poet, and offers
miniature lectures on topics as varied as orchids and Ovid. She imagines the muse of a fifteenth-
century painter attending a phenomenology conference in Italy. She constructs verbal
photographs of a series of mysterious towns, and takes us on a pilgrimage in pursuit of the
elusive and intimate anthropology of water. Blending the rhythm and vivid metaphor of poetry
with the discursive nature of the essay, the writings of Plainwater dazzle us with the intervention



and enlighten us with their erudition.About the AuthorANNE CARSON was born in Canada and
has been a professor of Classics for over thirty years. Her awards and honors include the
Lannan Award, the Pushcart Prize, the Griffin Trust Award for Excellence in Poetry, and
fellowships from the Guggenheim and MacArthur Foundations.Read more
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An Oresteia: Agamemnon by Aiskhylos; Elektra by Sophokles; Orestes by Euripides
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Kate, “Plainwater as Lyric. Highly lyrical, Plainwater works more inside Carson's language than
outside in the realm of ideas. In fact, the language itself seems to be the idea. Rather, Carson
invokes ideas instead explicating. At the very least, Carson’s lyricism veils larger ideas about
loss and love and art from the reader through impressionistic “Short Talks,” poems, lyric
postcards, and associative leaps that leave the reader jolted and moved, if confused.Take the
section “On the Mona Lisa": "Every day he poured his question into her, as you pour water from
one vessel into another, and it poured back. Don’t tell me he was painting his mother, lust, et
cetera. There is a moment when the water is not in one vessel nor in the other -- what a thirst it
was, and he supposed that when the canvas became completely empty he would stop. But
women are strong. She knew vessels, she knew water, she knew mortal thirst" (37). This “Short
Talk” reads more like a prose poem than the lecture the chapter title implies, forcing the reader to
firstly think more about the language and the images than the ideas. But then the ideas emerge
from the language. Beginning with the topic of the Mona Lisa, Carson jumps into the realms of
water and questions, imagistically painting a relationship between the woman (Mona Lisa) and
her creator/author/painter (Da Vinci). She abstracts a relationship through talk of water and
vessels and thirst. But Carson claims that “there is a moment when the water is not in one vessel
nor in the other,” pausing within a moment of time to jump out of the reciprocal relationship that
she creates between the painting and the painter (and the woman?).The art of the painting, the
question of the art, hovers above both Da Vinci and his painted woman. Then the woman must
bear the brunt of the man’s art: “But women are strong. She knew vessels, she knew water, she
knew mortal thirst,” indicating that she understands the painter’s art more than he. She knows
while he pours. Maybe that knowing is more important to Carson than the act of pouring. She
trusts her subjects (and her readers) to understand her art -- or, she trusts us to act as a vessel
for her images. Any reader of Plainwater must be open to experimentation and confusion --
otherwise, Plainwater may be an excruciating and evasive experience. To understand Carson is
to receive rather than read. We must try to know rather than try to pour our own meaning on her
language. We must be vessel.”

Unknown, “great. damn i love anne carson. i wish i could sit around in a giant lecture and
unpack everything she’s written.”

bee, “kindred minds. There is nothing like stumbling on someone you immediately love & lots of
other people have already known about for a long time. I thank the NY Times for their articles on
Ms Carson and therefore leading me to her amazing mind. Her entries in this volume are like
wordy koans...your mind says "yes I know exactly the truth of that"....but is there a conclusion?Of
course there is a conclusion, but it takes time for you to think about it ....and your answer might
not be like anyone else.All I can say is that this book is an open road....leading somewhere worth



going.”

zelo222, “bought for class. just ok”

Scasa, “Intelligent and disturbing. One of the most beautiful things I have ever read.”

Kristine Burnett, “swimming under water, an emotional read. sylvia plath style writings of poetry
and prose, diverse and intense journey, good read,”

mammam, “beautifully written, intensely interesting. As always, beautifully written, intensely
interesting...those walking the Camino should find this and follow her....”

Kate Lord Brown, “Five Stars. Sublime”

RJP, “Five Stars. perfect. thanks”

GEMS A., “a. a”

The book has a rating of  5 out of 4.4. 89 people have provided feedback.
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